
 

Enchanting India with Himanshi Munshaw Luhar  

10th January - 25th January 2017 
 
Tour highlights: 
16 days in first class accommodation, daily breakfast plus 16 meals  
Explore the Mughal architecture in Delhi and Agra, the Royal palaces of Rajasthan. Visit 
community based projects, arts and handicraft workshops. Local market tours, villages and boat 
rides on the lake. Immerse yourself into the culture and join the locals for a meal at home. Tour 
fully escorted by a Himanshi.  
 
Personal Note 
India is a phenomenal country. I grew up there so I should know. Every 50 kilometres you travel 
the food, language, backdrop and the people change ever so slightly. So when you travel from 
the north to the south or east to the west be forewarned you will have a life changing experience. 
 
People always tell me, when you go to India next let us know and we'll come with you. So I 
personally travelled, discovered and then put together programs that showcase the best of my 
home country. My commitment to you is to offer unique cultural, culinary and local experiences. 
 
Enchanting India is my signature North India tour covering the markets of Delhi, the love story of 
the Taj Mahal, the royal experiences of Rajasthan and the local experiences of Mumbai. 
 
We’ll visit historic sites, we’ll take photo’s at the Taj Mahal, we’ll visit cultural epicentres, we’ll eat 
delicious food, we’ll learn how to cook it, we’ll meet princes and princesses, we’ll meet the hip 
and happening, and we’ll meet the local craftsmen and women. At the end we'll visit my home 
and meet my Big Fat Indian family  
 
Southern Serenity  is a journey through a different India. The royal palace of Mysore, the out of 
this world experience of the most amazing views of Wayanad, the serenity of the drifting 
houseboat, the flavours and scents of the spice plantations and the Portuguese city of Cochin.  
 
Learn about the ancient art of Ayurveda or take a yoga class. Be awed by the lights of the 
palace, the beauty of the hills of Kerala, and disconnect from the world on a houseboat. Pick 
your own spices and open your senses to the smells, sounds and flavours of Southern Serenity. 
 
I want to show you my India, it’s truly Enchanting …. So come and join me. 
 

 
 
 
 

Your Host, 
Himanshi Munshaw Luhar 
Passionate Foodie & Traveller  
 



 

Tour Itinerary 
 
10 Jan’18 (Wed) : Arrive Delhi (B) 
On Arrival, meet and greet and transfer to your hotel. India’s capital 
and a major gateway to the country, contemporary Delhi is a bustling 
metropolis, which successfully combines in its folds - the ancient with 
the modern. Amidst the fast spiraling skyscrapers the remnants of a 
bygone time in the form of its many monuments stand as silent 
reminders to the region’s ancient legacy. 
 
11 Jan’18 (Thu) : Delhi (B,L)  
After a light breakfast, we head out for a walk through the charming 
quarter of Old Delhi, experiencing the variety of food and visiting 
one of the best well maintained Haveli old-style 3-storied home 
(Private Mansion) with a central courtyard flanked by rooms with 58 
doors.  
Later this afternoon we will exploring New Delhi, and Imperial Delhi before returning back to the hotel. 
 
12 Jan’18 (Fri) : Delhi / Agra (B,L)     
After breakfast we leave Delhi behind and make our way to Mughal city of Agra. Arrive in time lunch. 
After lunch we visit the Agra Fort - the seat and the stronghold of the Mughal Empire under successive 
generations. 
 
13 Jan’18 (Sat) : Agra / Jaipur (B,L) 
After breakfast we spend the morning visiting the greatest love story of all 
time - The Taj Mahal. Later we depart for Jaipur stopping enroute to visit 
Fatehpur Sikri and lunch. Arrive at the pink city. Evening at leisure. 
 
14 Jan’18 (Sun) : Jaipur (B,L) 
After breakfast we make our way to Amber fort once the seat of power, now 
a beautifully preserved monument. This afternoon we visit the elephant farm 
for a ride and spend time feeding & painting these gentle giants. After lunch 
at the farm we will join in the festivities of the Indian Kite flying festival. 
 
15 Jan’18 (Mon) : Jaipur (B,D) 
After a leisurely breakfast, we proceed to explore the city of Jaipur, the city 
palace, jantar mantar and other sights with some shopping along the way. 
 
16 Jan’18 (Tue) : Jaipur / Mandawa (B,L)   
After breakfast we leave Jaipur behind to proceed to Mandawa, this 
trading outpost that fell in the ancient caravan routes from China and 
Middle East. This afternoon we explore this storybook town. Every home 
here is adorned with gaily-painted murals that illuminate the arid 
landscape.  
 
17 Jan’18 (Wed) : Mandawa / Bikaner (B,L) 
After breakfast we make our way to Fatehpur, once ruled by Muslim 
nawabs from as early as 1451 under whose leadership Hindu 
merchants flourished. Many of India's famous business families hail from 
this region.  



 

Arrive and check into the hotel in Bikaner. Later this afternoon Visit Junagarh Fort, one of the most 
interesting forts in Rajasthan, Also visit the National Camel Breeding Farm and see the incredible sight of a 
herd of camels returning back after grazing, with the spectacular desert sunset in the background. 
 
18 Jan’18 (Thu) : Bikaner / Jodhpur (B,L) 
After breakfast, drive to Jodhpur. The old city of Jodhpur is surrounded by a wall 10 kms long, which 
was built about a century after the city was founded. From the fort you can clearly see where the old 
city ends and the new begins. The old city is fascinating jungle of winding streets of great interest to 
wander around. Eight gates lead out from the walled city. It’s one of the more interesting cities in India 
and those baggy-tight horse riding trousers, jodhpurs, took their name from this locale. In the evening 
discover the Excitement and Colors of Jodhpur’s Markets by Tuk Tuks  
 
19 Jan’18 (Fri) : Jodhpur (B,L)  
After breakfast we explore the city of Jodhpur, In the afternoon proceed for a 
Jeep Safari to Bishnoi Villages. We get an upclose view on how the traditional 
"keepers of the land" live in their mud huts and experience the traditional 
lifestyle. 
 
20 Jan’18 (Sat) : Jodhpur / Udaipur (B,L)   
After breakfast, drive to Udaipur en-route visiting Ranakpur Jain Temples. . 
Built in the 15th century, these temples are the largest temples of the Jain cult. 
After lunch we proceed onward. 
 
21 Jan’18 (Sun) : Udaipur (B,L) 
Today we explore the lake city of Udaipur, set at a different pace than the 
rest of Rajasthan, you will now get to wander the streets at leisure, without 
the hassle of souvenir sellers. Relax by the lake. This town is known as the 
Venice of the east. Late afternoon, take a boat cruise on the placid waters 
of Lake Pichola towards Jag Mandir Palace, which covers almost four acres 
and is noted for its marble pavilion and an imposing dome.  
 
22 Jan’18 (Mon) : Udaipur / Mumbai (B,D)   
Morning at leisure, later we fly to Mumbai. Mumbai is a seething mass of 
humanity and unrelenting traffic. Ornate Victoria – Gothic buildings 
provide a backdrop for noisy street vendors and office wallahs rushing to 
work. Wide leafy boulevards are lined with monumental British 
construction but not all the grand architecture was courtesy of the Raj – 
wealthy Jains and Parsis have left their mark. Always in the centre of the 
action, 
Bombay was at the forefront of the independence movement.   
Gandhi used a house here to coordinate the struggle.   
 
23 Jan’18 (Tue) : Mumbai (B,L)  
After breakfast we set of to introduce you to the complexities of India's second 
largest city, a city built at the height of the British Raj that later became home 
to the Indian freedom movement, a city of textile factories and fishing villages, 
Islamic mosques and Hindu temples, the elegance of Marine Drive and the 
shocking paucity of the slums. Later today we will visit the shanti town on a 
Dharavi which houses some of the biggest industries if the city.  
 



 

 
24 Jan’18 (Wed) : Mumbai (B, D) 
Get up at the crack of dawn for an exclusive peek into the underbelly 
of the city, and insights into what makes this magnificent city tick.  From 
the Newspaper network to the wholesale market, fish market and 
vegetable market with chai along the way to keep us going.  
Return to the hotel for breakfast. Rest of the day to relax and shop. 
Special farewell dinner before you depart tomorrow. 
 
25 Jan’18 (Thu) : Depart Mumbai    
After breakfast, free time for leisure. Check out time from hotel is 1200 
Hrs.  In time you will be transferred to Mumbai airport to connect your 
flight back to home 

 

 
EARLY BIRD OFFER -  
BOOK BEFORE 31st  MAR 17 and save $250 per person 
The first six bookings receive Rick Stein's INDIA book 

 
 

Cost per person on a twin sharing basis (land only) - $5999 
 
Return Economy Class Flights (Melbourne – Delhi //surface// Mumbai – Melbourne) * 
Virgin Australia / Singapore Airlines - $1200 per person 
*indicative prices, as at Jan 2016. Subject to availability at the time of booking 

 
Inclusions & Exclusions 
 

LAND COST INCLUDES: - 
 Personally Escorted tour with Himanshi M Luhar as the tour leader. 
 15 Nights accommodation on Twin sharing basis at a combinations of heritage and first class 

hotels. 
 Meal Plan :-  

 Breakfast daily 
 12 lunches and 4 Dinners  

 Transportation using air-conditioned vehicle  
 English speaking Local Guides at all places. 
 Monument Entrance Fees (one time entry only) as per the detailed the itinerary. 
 One way Tonga ride during Taj Mahal Visit, Agra 
 01 Jeep ride in Bishnoi Village Jodhpur 
 01 common boat ride at Lake Pichola, Udaipur 
 Beacon Holidays Specials :-   

 Services of a Beacon Holidays Representative for all Airport Transfers. 
 A bottle of mineral water per person per day during long distance travel. 

 All currently applicable taxes. 
 Domestic flight from Udaipur to Mumbai 

 
 



 

 
LAND COST DOES NOT INCLUDE: - 

 All beverages incl. water consumed at hotels/restaurants,  
 Expense of personal nature like meals other than mentioned above, tips, laundry, telephone/fax 

calls, alcoholic/non-alcoholic beverages, still & video camera fee at monuments, medical 
expenses, airfare, airport departure tax, any Insurance.  

 Any other services not mentioned in the inclusions. 
 Tips  

 
SPECIAL NOTES 

 Please note that some of the sights/itinerary may change due to season, weather, national 
holidays and special events.   

 Check-In time is 1400 Hrs and Check-Out time is 1200 hrs noon in India. 
 Rates include only those items which are specifically mentioned in the detailed itinerary. 

 
Instructions for booking 

1. A booking form will need to be completed and returned to us, please contact your consultant for a 
copy of the form. 

2. Flights payments are due at the time of booking to secure the space and price.  
3. If you would like a copy of the hotel list considered for this program please let us know.  
4. Balance payment for the trip is due upto 90 days before departure from Australia (Nov 2017) 
5. Travel Insurance is compulsory, Please let us know if you would like a quote. 
6. Minimum number of 6 passengers is required for this tour to operate. As such we will do our best 

for the program to run; in the event that these numbers are not met you will be offered alternative 
options or a refund for the tour component. 

7. This is a small group tour and will have a maximum of 20 people on tour. 

 
 


